stopover

MOSCOW
The Russian capital is a
treasure trove of historic
architecture, literary
locations and fine dining.
Discover the best of the city
with our two-day tour
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Day 1

2

Once the citadel of the tsars and today the seat

the park was decided via a global competition,

of administration of the Russian president, the

and was won by New York firm Diller Scofidio +

Kremlin has long been the symbol of power of the

Renfro. They’ve promised an ultra-modern space

Russian state. Don’t miss the Armoury Chamber,

featuring plenty of sleek glass architecture and

a treasure trove of imperial collections, including

artificial microclimates.

Russian state regalia, ceremonial vestments and

Grab a bite for lunch at the impressive GUM

the world’s largest collection of Fabergé eggs. The

shopping centre, completed in 1893 in the Russian

State Diamond Fund houses a unique collection of

revival style and today housing glamorous

crown jewels from the 18-20th centuries, including

Western brands along with a range of cafés and

diamonds, precious stones and gold nuggets.

restaurants. Just across the Moscow River is the

Flanking the Kremlin is vast Red Square, home

State Tretyakov Gallery [2]. With over 170,000

to colourful St Basil’s Cathedral [1], commissioned

works from early religious paintings to modern art,

in the 1550s by Ivan the Terrible. Legend has it that

it houses the world’s largest collection of

the tsar was so enamoured with the building that

Russian art.

he had the architect blinded so he would never

For dinner, head to Strelka, a hip bar and

construct such a wonderful structure again. The

restaurant with one of the capital’s best summer

square is also home to the Lenin Mausoleum, the

terraces commanding superb views over the

resting place of the Russian leader, open to the

Moscow River and the Cathedral of Christ the

public and securely manned by sombre guards.

Saviour [3].

You might notice a rather forlorn gap between

Russia celebrates Kupala Night on 6 July, a

the magnificent buildings – this is the site for the

pagan holiday where bonfires are lit throughout the

soon-to-be-built Zaryadye Park, the first new

countryside. Look out for young people jumping

green space in the city for 50 years. The design for

over the fires as a test of their bravery.
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Day 2
Start at the Tolstoy House Museum, where

late lunch at one of the park’s many cafés

the novelist spent his winters between 1882

and restaurants.

and 1901. The large hall on the first floor once

Make sure you hop on the Metro [5], a sight in

accommodated guests like opera singer Fyodor

its own right, where palatial vestibules and marble

Shalyapin and writer Maxim Gorky. Visitors can

halls are decorated with bas-reliefs, ornate

peer into the study where Tolstoy penned his final

mosaics, bronze busts and opulent chandeliers.

work Resurrection. The Russian capital is dotted

Opened in 1935, it was built on Stalin’s orders as

with evocative house museums, including those

a temple to communism and a showcase of

of poet Aleksandr Pushkin, playwright Anton

Soviet success.

Chekhov and author Mikhail Bulgakov.
After a culture-packed morning, take a stroll

For your final evening, enjoy a ballet
performance at the sumptuous Bolshoi Theatre

through Gorky Park [4]. Refurbished in 2011, the

[6], inaugurated in 1856 on Tsar Alexander II’s

300-acre park along the banks of the Moscow

coronation day and home to one of the world’s

River houses contemporary public art projects,

oldest ballet and theatre companies.

design fairs, an open-air cinema and sports

For dinner, wander up Ulitsa Petrovka to

facilities (in winter it’s home to Europe’s largest

Barashka, a minimalist restaurant serving

ice-rink measuring 18,000 square metres). Grab a

outstanding Azerbaijani cuisine. KIKI DEERE

Photos tupungato/shutterstock.
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